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THOUGHTS 
ON THE IMPORTANCE OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR THE GENERAL OUTPOUR~ 


ING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
(Concluded from 'p. 739.) 

IV.- A fourth reason for this devotional ardour is, THE DELIGHTFUL 
CONSEQUENCES WHICH WILL FOLLOW THIS GENERAL OUTPOURING OF THE 
Hocy Sprair. 

This grace is only the forerunner, or, rather, the accompaniment of 
very signal blessings. They wait the gift of the Holy Spirit. As the 
Lord declares in Ezekiel : (xxxix. 29.) ‘‘ Neither will I hide my face 
any more from them, for I have poured out my Spirit upon the house 
of Israel, saith the Lord.” And still more strikingly in Isaiah : (xxxii. 
13. and 15; 16, 17,18.) ‘‘ Upon the land of my people shall come up 
thorns and briers, yea, upon all the houses of joy in the joyous city : 
until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a 
fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest: then judgment 
shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitful field. 
And the work of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of righteous- 
ness quietness and assurance forever. And my people shall dwell in a 
peaceable habitation, and in sure dwelling-places, and in quiet resting- 
places.” From this prophecy it apped§s that no very great prosperi 
can be expected previously to this gift. Then, indeed, such will be 
the abundance of spiritual blessings,@bat the wilderness will become 
a fruitful field ; and that which is now a fruitful field will, from the 
greater measure of grace then bestowed, be considered a8 a forest. To 
obtain, therefore, a large measure of the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
is to obtain outward prosperity and inward peace and joy. And the 
reason is obvious. For, until this blessing be vouchsafed, outward 
prosperity will produce no real benefit, since it will only induce pride 
and forgetfulness of God : (Deut. xxxii. 15.) but when the Holy Spi- 
rit is poured out, then the causes of misery will vanish. For, are 
men through His divine influence upon the word of God convinced of 
sin, of righteousness, and of judgment ? that is to say, are their minds 
really impressed with the hateful nature of sin, with its offensiveness to 
God, its danger, and its misery? Are they also sensible that there is 
no effectual relief from its curse and its power, but in the righteousness 
of the Lord Jesus Christ? Do they see that all judgment or authority 
is committed to Him, that all men should honour the Son as they ho- 
= the — ? Sin will be their greatest dread—an interest in the 
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Lord Jesus their one object—and the honouring Him their constan! 
pursuit. The law of God will then appear in its true character, ‘ as 
holy, just, and good.”” They will find that in keeping his command- 
ments there is indeed great reward.—How will these principles, car- 
ried into practice, banish the wickedness which now produces so much 
positive misery ! 

When, also, the Holy Spirit is generally poured out, the love of the 
world will be overcome. At present, such is the general desire for 
the wealth or the distinctions of this world, that, the number of competi- 
tors far exceeding the objects of pursuit, jealousy and envy, and strife 
and variance, are continually brought into exercise. Each would be 
the first and only one can be. When, however, by this divine influence, 
the desires of the soul are fixed upon the Lord—when he is the object 
supremely loved—when men are generally saying, ‘‘ Lord, lift thou up 
the light of thy countenance upon us!” (Psalm, iv. 5.)—then those selfish 
struggles will have no place. Tt will then be seen “‘ that a man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.”’ 
The distinctions of rank will be sought, not to raise the vanity of the 
individuals, but for the advancement of the glory of God. 

The divisions, also, which now unhappily subsist in the church of 
Christ, will then be much lessened, if not entirely cease. These di- 
visions owe their origin either to a defect in scriptural knowledge, 
which occasions mutual errors; or to a want of meekness, which 
keeps the will positive when the judgment is convinced ; or toa scanti- 
ness of love, which prevents forbearance on minor topics. These 
causes will then be removed. When the mind is more enlightened, 
there will be fewer differences of sentiment—when the spirit of meek- 
ness enters, obstinate pertinacity will depart—when leve is shed 
abroad in the heart, Christians will find too much pleasure in its exer- 
cise to permit trifles to interrupt its progress. 

It is, in truth, delightful to reflect, that this is not an Utopian vision 
of society. It will take place when a large measure of this Holy in- 
fluence is given. Then “the nations shall learn war no more ; the 
wolf shall then dwell with the Tamb, and the calf and the young lion 
and the fathing together, and a little child shall lead them.” (Isaiah, 
xi. 6.) Then “‘ Holiness tothe Lord shall be upon the bells of the horses.” 
(Zech. xiv. 20.) ** Dust shall be the serpent’s meat.” (Isaiah, Ixv. 25.) 
** The ransomed of the Lord shall return with.songs to Zion: they 
shall obtain joy aud gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 
(xxxv. 10.) 

Surely such a motive as this will unite all Christians in prayer. 
Who does not long and pant for the time when this earth, hiherto the 
seat of every dreadful passion, shall be a land of purity and love? 
Who would not desire to salute the outcasts of Israel with those bless- 
ed words, ‘‘ Thy God is thy glory, and the days of thy mourning are 
ended ?”” (Isaiah, Ix. 19, 20.) Or what heart would not thrill with 
ineffable rapture to hear the joyful sound, ‘‘ The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of God and of his Christ?’ O that 
this blessed period may soon arrive! O that the Lord may hasten his 
coming! ‘* Awake, awake ! put on strength, O arm of the Lord!” (li 
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9.) ** Take to thyself the heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter- 
most patt of the earth for thy possession !”’ 

With such an animating motive to excite the church of Christ, it 
may perhaps be unnecessary to adduce any other argument; but, as 
the thought may arise in the mind, these days are too blessed to be 
speedily looked fur—l would offer this final reason for earnest prayer : 
THE PERSONAL BENEFIT BACH CHRISTIAN WILL DERIVE FROM THIS DE- 
VOTIONAL EXERCISE, EVEN IF THIS UNION SHOULD NOT BE SO BXTENSIVE, 
OR THE BLESSING SO GENERAL AS IS DESIRED. 

Let, then, the Christian recollect, that his own spiritual welfare is 
intimately connected with this earnest prayer. For is he desirous to 
be enlightened with the knowledge of Christian truth—that his faith 
should be strong, his hope lively, his affections spiritual—that his fam 
ly should be of one mind—that his teachers should be holy, zealous 
ministers—that his neighbours should be sincere Christians :——who is 
to effect all this ?—-It is the Lord, sending His Holy Spirit to bless His 
word and ordinances. And this the Christian will be most likely to 
obtain when earnest in prayer. If you take the seasons of your Chris- 
tian life in which you have been most happy, or most uneasy in your rehi- 
gion, you will find, generally speaking, your peace and comfort have 
risen or fallen as secret communion with God has been diligently pur- 
sued or neglected. This, like a spiritual barometer, will generally 
give your true state... If this has been your experience when princi- 
pally seeking your own advancement, be assured it will be still more 
so when you are enlarging your petitions. The admonition is, “ Pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem :” the promise annexed——* They shall 
prosper that love thee.”’ (Psalm, cxxii. 6.) Our blessed Saviour has di- 
rected us to pray for the extension of his kingdom, even before we ask 
for daily bread. Assuredly it was for our welfare that he taught us 
this prayer. ‘‘ The liberal deviseth liberal things, and by liberal 
things shall he stand.”” (Isaiah, xxxii. 8.) Whoever else may disap- 
point us, God never will. His declaration will always stand sure: 
‘* Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
other things shall be added unto you.” 

These, then, are some of the reasons I would offer to induce all sin- 
cere Christians to unite in fervent prayer for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Feeling, however, the vast importance of the subject, and earnestly 
desiring that this union may be as extensive as possible, | would ven- 
ture to address myself more particularly to those, whose office makes 
their co-operation peculiarly desirable. O that the Lord may gra- 
ciously bless the few observations we attempt to offer—may they be 
received in the spirit of Christian love, and entered upon with Chris- 
tian zeal ! 

Permit me then, my brethren in the Ministry of the Church of Eng- 
land, with that respect which is due to your office, and with that difh- 
dence which becomes one of the least of the servants of the Lord, 
when venturing to speak to His Ministers, to address myself to you 
upon this highly important subject. What I write is, I trust, written 
in the spirit of brotherly affection ; from a desire to stir up ‘ you! 
pure minds by way of remembrance.”” Whatever suggestions I take 
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the liberty to offer to you, I earnestly entreat your prayers that ther 
may first be impressed upon my own heart. 

We speak to you my brethren, as the leaders and guides of the flock 
of Christ, as those from whom His body, the Church, receives its spi- 
ritual nourishment. It becomes us, of all other persons, deeply to in- 
terest ourselves in such a subject as this. 

Some, indeed, have limited the agency of the Holy Ghost to the first 
ages of the Church ; and have said, because His miraculous powers 
have ceased, that therefore His inward influence upon the mind and 
heart had ceased also. 

Reason, however, teaches, that if the apostles, gifted with the pow- 
ers of divine inspiration, required the inward influence of the Com- 
forter upon the hearts of the hearers to make their discourses effectual, 
such a divine influence must be necessary in the present day. That 
as long as man comes into the world, ‘‘ conceived in sin and shapen in 
iniquity,” divine power alone can turn his heart, or make him willing 
to walk in the ways of God’s commandments. We however, require 
not this argument. Our office in the Church of England, if we have 
entered upon it in the spirit which the Church requires, is the strong- 
est admission of our belief in the continued influence of the Holy 
Ghost. With what peculiar solemnity was His office brought before 
us in our ordination Service ! 

It seems scarcely possible for any human ceremony more forcibly 
to impress upon the mind the great importance of the divine agency of 
the Holy Spirit. Without an humble trust that we were inwardly mov- 
ed by the Holy Ghost, none of us could ever have presented ourselves 
for the lowest place in the ministry. And when we received the high- 
er order of priesthood, exhortation, public prayer, secret prayer, in- 
vocation by singing, solemn imposition of hands, were all used as means 
of grdce, to bring down the divine influence of the Holy Spirit. (See 
Ordination Service, passim. ) 

This reverence to the Holy Ghost at our ordination has been con- 
firmed by our daily services in the sanctuary. In our Liturgy, we 
constantly re the great extent and the great variety of His 
offices. 

We, therefore, welec are set apart for the office of the ministry, can- 
not be too deeply impressed with the unspeakable benefits connected 
with the grant of His divine influences, or too sensible of our own 
constant need of His gracious aid. That not only our own personal re- 
ligion, but that all our ministerial success, depends upon the grace of 
the Holy Spirit. That in studying the Scriptures, in preparing our 
discourses, in visiting the sick, in our private instructions, in our pub- 
lic prayers and preaching, in short, that in all parts of our ministry we 
require His divine assistance. ‘‘ That we are not sufficient of our- 
selves to think any thing as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of 
God.” (2 Cor. iii. 5.) That no natural talents, or acquired endowments, 
can supply His gracious office. ‘‘ That Paul may plant, and Apollos 
may water, but that God only giveth the increase.” 1 Cor. iii. 6. 

With this i impression upon our minds, with what earnestness should 
we aim at exciting aspirit of prayer for the general effusion of the Holy 
Spirit ! How anxious should we be that all the sincere Christians in 
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our parishes and congregations may be thus engaged ! What encourage- 
ment will itafford us in our ministry to hope that this pious ardour may 
be general! Assuredly we shall assemble in public worship with our 
respective charges, with very diflerent feelings, when we believe the 
religious part of our people have been privately imploring the divine 
blessing upon themselves, their families, their ministers, their 
neighbours, their country, the Church of Christ, and the world at 
large. We shall all go forth to our labours, trusting that the seed we 
are sent to sow, will fall upoh the good. ground, and bring forth fruit, 
thirty, sixty, and a hundred fold. ! 

O then, my brethren, let me intreat your ZEALOUS CO-OPERATION in 
promoting this general spirit of prayer. 

Let me intreat YouR OWN FERVENT PRAYERS, that the Lord may grant 
to us who are in the ministry, more of his Holy Spirit. O may He 
more and more make all bishops and pastors, like the pastors of the 
first churches, ‘‘ men of God, full of faith, and full of the Holy Ghost!” 
It will greatly encourage us in our arduous Office to reflect, that we are 
thus intreating one for another ; that we are secretly, constantly, and 
fervently praying, that this blessing may be largely bestowed upon all 
people. If all the clergy are thus employed, what sanguine hopes 
may we not entertain! It would, indeed, be a most favourable sign of 
a revival of religion, if they all should seek to fulfil the office assigned 
to the watchmen in Zion: ‘ Ye that make mention of the Lord,” or, as 
the emphatic marginal reading of our Bible is, ‘‘ Ye that are the Lord’s 
remembrancers,” whose office it is to put Jehovah in remembrance of 
His gracious promises, ** keep not silence.” In your closets, in your 
families, in your private intercourse with each other, ‘ give Him no 
rest till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”’ 
(Isaiah, Ixii. 6.) ‘ 

Permit me also to suggest the importance of our frequently preach- 
ing upon the vsrious offices of the Holy Spirit. By this practice, our 
hearers will be more fully instructed in this part of Christian doctrine, 
and hence be more deeply convinced of the necessity for a general ef- 
fusion of His divine influence. 

Prayer is the child of faith, and faith comes by hearing. If Chris- 
tians hear of the offices of the Holy Spirit, and of the promises to give 
this blessing to all who ask it, their faith may be strengthened and their 
prayers become fervent. In ashort time this pious flame may spread, ? 
and without observation the kingdom of Christ may come. 


——— 


REMARKS ON THE PROPOSED PLAN OF FEMALE CIR- 
CLES OF INDUSTRY. 


To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Sir—I am a constant reader of your useful publication, and my 
heart is often warmed while perusing its interesting accounts of re- 
vivals of religion, and the various effects produced by Missionary, 
Bible, Tract, and Sunday School Societies. 
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I rejoice with my fellow Christians, that our lot is cast in’a Jand 
where we may not only sit under our vines, and our fig trees, and 
none to make us afraid, but where there are opportunities for females 
to cast in their mite into the treasury of the Lord, by engaging in all 
those institutions which aim at the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. But sir, while we are performing these important duties, 
there are others which ought not to be left undone. The same bless- 
ed lips that commanded to ‘‘ Go and teach all nations,” commanded 
also to feed the hungry, and to clothe the naked; and there is a par- 
ticular blessing promised to him that considereth the poor. Now, sir, I 
fear that your correspondent ‘‘ S—” when recommending the formation 
of Circles of Industry in this city, did not consider the number of 
poor women, who depend entirely upon the labours of their hands, 
for the support of themselves, and often a family of children. The 
resources for female industry are so inadequate to the demand for em- 
ployment, that various charitable societies are engaged in supplying 
the wants of the sick, the aged, the widow, and orphan. Want of 
work is a complaint we daily hear, and if such be the case now, what 
an increase of misery would follow were our pious females to mono- 
polize the little there is. But some will say, ‘‘ we will only do fancy 
and other work, and that poor people cannot do.’’ To this 1 answer, 
and from a personal knowledge of the fact, that there are many ladies 
in this city, who have moved in the first circles of fashion, and have 
been educated in the most expensive manner, who are now obliged to 
earn a scanty subsistence by executing embroidery and other fancy 
works. One of these told me lately, that seeing some infant’s caps 
in a window for sale, she made several and offered them to the person 
who keptthe shop. A bargain was soon made, as her’s were executed 
in a superior style, but on inquiring who had supplied the others, 
she was informed it was a poor widow, who had no other support for 
herself and two infant children—poor as my friend was, she carried 
her work elsewhere. Lest, however, my fair sisters may feel disap- 
pointed at having their circles of industry disturbed, I would suggest 
a change in their object. Instead of making articles for sale, let them 
employ themselves in altering cast-off garments for Sunday school 
children. In putting their old gowns together, and quilting warm co- 
verlets for the sick and the destitute. Those who have fine old linen, 
might make many comfortable articles for their less favoured sisters, 
or should they prefer it they might make up linen for poor Students of 
Theology. I would also suggest a plan for furnishing a fund for Mis- 
sionary or Bible purposes. Let each circle of industry have one or 
more boxes, and the members drop into them as much as they can 
spare when they meet, and at the end of the year remit the amount 
to whatever Society they please. 

A very little self-denial in dress or.pleasure will furnish more money 
than could be made by the needle, and the persons thus employed will 
not be goaded by the reflection, that while endeavouring to benefit the 
souls of those at a distance, they have been taking the bread from our 
own poor. 


DORCAS. 
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Reply to ** A Layman” on Pastoral Visitation. 


REPLY TO “ A LAYMAN” ON PASTORAL VISITATION. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Strn—Your last number contajned some remarks on Pastoral Visi- 
tation, which have appeared to me liable to exception. I do not con- 
demn them in the gross, nor can I, on the whole, regret that they 
have appeared’ on your pages; but the subject itself, besides being a 
delicate one, is of so practical a nature, as to require the pen of an 
experienced Pastor to illustrate it. On this account, I was sorry to 
observe, that the general tenor of the piece exhibited much of the 
air of personality. ‘The writer would have accomplished his object, 
(which I shall not doubt was benevolent) with equalcertainty, had he 
confined himself strictly to principles and duties. It is often hazard- 
ous to select a particular neglect, which does not necessarily involve 
some positively vicious habit, and pronounce it one that renders a mi- 
nister of the gospel wnworthy the confidence of his charge. If all 
this is not asserted in any single sentence or paragraph of the Lay- 
man’s letter, 1 fear it will be inferred from the general tenor of his 
remarks. But as ministers as well as their hearers, are fallible and 
sinful men, this sentiment would exalt the duty of Pastoral Visitation 
above every other. ‘That particular obligation must be singularly mo- 
mentous, which, if not promptly met, would completely or nearly de- 
stroy the usefulness and character of a minister, who is in all other 
respects acceptable and faithful to his people. Sir, I am consgious of 
too many sinful defects in my own endeavours to preach and exemplify 
the gospel of the grace of God ; and my intercourse with the most de- 
voted servants of God, has made me acquainted with too many failings 
in them, not to possess a considerable measure of charity on this sub- 
ject. My own decision and practice are indeed entirely with those, 
who consider Pastoral Visitation an important and most interesting item 
in the active duties of the settled minister. I love to slip unceremo- 
niously into the families of my congregation, and pass a few moments 
in cheering the heart of the good old pilgrim, with some familiar talk 
about the grace and power and faithfulness of our common Saviour, 
and the blessedness of those who are destined soon to be with him in 
glory. I take asort of painful satisfaction, even in warning the back- 
slider, and affectionately beseeching the careless sinner to consult the 
future happiness of his soul. I find it comparatively easy to administer 
suitable reproof to the intemperate, the sabbath breaker, and the 
profane, in private. But then, 1 recollect the time when the act of 
doing all this, to my own satisfaction, was, with me, a greater desidera- 
tum than it now is, and the cross, a most oppressive burdef. I can- 
not, for a moment, place myself above any of my brethren in the mi- 
nistry, on the ground of my having given a more practical attention to 
this part of my duty, than some others have done ; nor do! certainly 
conclude, that had circumstances given a different mould to my official 
labours, my mind would have been less solemnly impressed with the 
momentous character of my charge. 

The writer of this article has said thus much of himself, to con- 
vince the reader, that he speaks from experience and observation, 
when he declares, that he cannot subscribe to the idea suggested in 
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the last paragraph of the ‘‘ Layman’s’’ remarks. He does believe, 
that there may be many Christian ministers in our land, whose daily 
walk and conversation prove them to be godly men, men of prayer, 
earnestly devoted to their work, and heartily concerned for the salva- 
tion of their people, who do not visit and ‘‘ teach from house to 
house.’’ Such a minister was President Edwards, during his continu- 
ance at Northampton, (Mass.) of whom his biographer says, ‘“‘ He 
did not make it bis custom to visit his people in their own houses, un- 
less he was sent for by the sick, or he heard that they were under 
some special affliction.’’ It is known to the writer, that very exten- 
sive revivals of religion have occurred under the ministrations of 
Pastors, who have followed Mr. Edwards’ example. He could easily 
specify men and places, did a sense of propriety allow it. 

The inference from these remarks is, that there exists or may exist, 
among the clergy of this or any other section of the country, a great 
diversity of opinion on the subject of Pastonal Visitation; and it 
would be presuming, to say the least, if not manifestly uncharitable, to 
impute a disposition and habit of some to neglect their official duties. 
No excuse can indeed be framed for such ministers (if such there be) 
as excuse themselves from this service, on the ground, that they can- 
not find sufficient time for its performance, white they lounge away the 
week till Thursday or Friday, and then begin the great labour of pre- 
paration for the pulpit. But it is the fact, that some very industrious 
ministers among us, have too large a share of their time necessarily 
occupied with cases, which do not immediately pertain to their pas- 
toral relations. ‘The public calls made upon the time and attentions of 
some among us, are extremely numerous and altogether indispensable. 
And such is the habit which this Christian community have fallen into, 
of intrusting every public concern of the church to the more popular 
part of the clergy, that it seems determined on preventing both their 
future popularity and their usefulness. Few persons, besides clergy- 
men, can fully appreciate the obstacles which in some cases, lie in the 
way of regular Pastoral Visitation. The writer might specify not a 
few, with which the Layman may have been but imperfectly acquaint- 
ed. But it is far from being his object, to justify the neglect in ques- 
tion, nor has h2 time for a more ample discussion. The subject is de- 
serving a thorough investigation. And he will indulge the hope, that 
these strictures, together with the remarks by which they are occa- 
sioned, will give to some candid and practical pen, this very employ- 
ment. 

Your obedient servant, 


CLERICUS. 


Remarxs.—We have most cheerfully givena place to “ Clericus” in reply to “ A 
Layman, ‘claiming however, the Editorial right of making such remarks as in our 
apinion, the state of this important discussion requires. 

We do not hold ourselves responsible for every expression of our correspondents, 
nor feel ourselves at liberty to mutilate and debilitate their communications, by a 


vain endeavour to make them speak exactly our own sentiments. We willingly 
admit some variety, and difference of opinion, so long as there is no departure 
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trem Christian kindness and courtesy, so long as we perceive in the midst of 
variety, a uniform tendency to what is useful, and amiable, and of good report. 

We certainly do not approve of setting up the duty of “ Pastoral Visitation,” as 
atest of ministerial piety. Though we consider it a duty, and one exceedingly im- 
portant, far be it from us to say, that a minister may not otherwise give evidence of 
even great eminence as a Christian ; or that even failure in this duty, accompanied 
by a general negligence, may not consist with that slumbering piety, of which we, 
as well as our readers, may have had frequent experience. 

The latter alternative is all, we suppose, which the ‘*‘ Layman’”’ intended to assert, 
not as the universal accompaniment of the censured neglect, but as in point of fact, 
the accompaniment in that section of the Church, which was the scene of his obser- 
vation. Unquestionably, he had not his eye fixed upon such men as JoNATHAN 
Epwarps, who spent the hours redeemed from one branch of ministerial duty, in 
such an urgent use of the press, as made him, instead of a mere parochial minister, 
rather a minister to his country, and to mankind. 

While we thus give this great and good man his due honour, we feel it just to re- 
mark that we have always considered President Edwards’ omission of pastoral vi- 
sitation, as an evidence of human weakness, rather than as one of his eminent vir- 
tues: rather to be avoided as the foible of avery great and good man, than to be ad- 
mired and imitated. We believe that President Edwards would have found more 
comfort, more usefulness, and especially less opposition, had he systematically visit- 
ed his charge, though it had been with a very economical expenditure of his valua- 
ble time, and that he would have made no real encroachment upon his useful stu- 
dies. We makethese remarks, because we fear that the example of President Ed- 
wards, as quoted by “ Clericus,”’ has had an extensive influence,—and an influence 
most unjustifiable, upon those individuals, who are not as earnesily, if less ably, en- 
gaged in making the pen and the press, preach the Gospel of the grace of God. 

We admit that one general rule on this duty, cannot be made to apply to all mi- 
nisters. It has pleased God to furnish to his Church, and to the world, a great variety 
of talents, ani to connect each individual with labours and duties peculiar to his 
own particular station. Hence, while pastoral visitation is unquestionably the duty 
of those ministers, whom God has placed over particular congregations, that duty 
may be (not omitted,) but accommodated to those other duties which devolve upon 
the minister, whom God in his providence, inclines and enables to enter upon a 
largersphere. Such an one may be excused, if like “‘ Clericus,” he “ slip unceremo.- 
niously”’ in, “‘ and spend a few moments,” as he passes annually, and regularly 
through “ the families of his congregation ;"’ while those whose labours are princi. 
pally limited to their own flock, should make a more formal and compiete pastoral 
visitation. Letthen those, who restrain in any measure their pastoral labours, make 
amends by their more public exertions, and those who restrain their public exertions, 
make amends by the constancy and fidelity of their pastoral labours ; and let it be 
long the happy lot of the CHRISTIAN HERALD to proclaim abroad the progress of the 
Redeemer’s cause, by the harmonious exertions of norH. 


—_—— 


Lutelligewuce. 
UNITED STATES.—american BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tue sixth anniversary of this society was celebrated in this city on 
Thursday the 9thinst. The Officers and Managers of the Society and 
Vor. IX. 2 
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the delegates from Auxiliary Societies met at nine o’clock at the New- 
York Institution, where the meeting was opened with reading the 
cxxxill. Psalm by the Rev. Dr. Ripley, of Fairfield, Conn. A pro- 
cession was then formed and moved to the City Hotel in Broadway, 
where the Society were convened. 

Gen. Matrrmew Crarkson, Vice President, in the absence of the 
President, took the chair precisely at 10 o’clock, supported by Col. 
Richard Varick and John Bolton, Esqr. Vice Presidents. The meet- 
ing of the Society was opened with reading the Ix. chapter of Isaiah, 
by the Rev. Benjamin Mortimer, of the Moravian Church in this city ; 
after which the following Address of the Hon. Joun Jay, President, 
was read by his son, Peter A. Jay, Esq. 


Aiddress of the President. 


Ovr late worthy and munificent President having, since the last an- 
niversary of the Society, been removed to a better state; the Board 
of Managers were pleased to elect me to succeed him, and that the 
state of my health might cease to be an objection, they also have dis- 
pensed with my personal attendance. For the honour they have done 
me by both these marks of attention, it gives me pleasure to express 
my sincere and grateful acknowledgements. With equal sincerity I 
assure the Society that, although restrained from actual services by 
Jong continued maladies, and the increasing infirmities of age, my at- 
tachment to this Institution, and my desire to promote the attainment of 
its great and important objects, remain undiminished. : 

Those great and important objects have, on former anniversaries of 
this and similar Societies, been so comprehensively and eloquently 
elucidated by gentlemen of signal worth and talents, as that it would 
neither be a necessary nor an easy task to give them additional illustra- 
tion. So interesting, however, are the various topics which bear a re- 
latton to the purposes for which we have associated, that it cannot be 
useless, nor, on these occasions, unreasonable, to reiterate our atten- 
tion to some of them. ” 

There is reason to believe that the original, and subsequent fallen 
state of man—his promised redemption from the latter, and the insti- 
tution of sacrifices having reference to it, were well known to many 
of every antediluvian generation. That these great truths were known 
to Noah, appears from the divine favour he experienced, from his be- 
ing a preacher of righteousness, and from the time and the description 
of the sacrifices which he offered. That he carefully and correctly 
communicated this knowledge to his children, is to be presumed from 
his character and longevity. 

After the astonishing catastrophe at Babel, men naturally divided 
into different associations, according to their languages ; and migrating 
nto various regions, multiplied into distinct nations. Tradition doubt- 
less continued to transmit these great truths from generation to gene- 
ration, but the diminution of longevity, together with the defects and 
casualties incident to tradition, gradually rendered it less and less ac- 
curate. 

These important truths, thus became in process of time, disfigured, 
obscure, and disregarded. Custom and usage continued the practice 
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of sacrifices, but the design of their institution ceased to be remem- 
bered. Men “sought out many inventions,’”’ and true religion was 
supplanted by fables and idolatrous rites. ‘Their mythology manifests 
the inability of mere human reason, even when combined with the 
learning of Egypt, and the philosophy of Greece and Rome, to ac- 
quire the knowledge of our actual state and future destiny, and of the 
conduct proper to be observed in relation to both. 

By the merciful interposition of Providence, early provision was 
made for preserving these great truths from universal oblivion, and for 
their being ultimately diffused throughout the world. They were 
communicated to Abraham. He was also favoured with additional in- 
formation relative to the expected redemption, and witha promise that 
the Redeemer should be of his family. That family was thenceforth 
separated and distinguished from others, and on becoming a nation, 
was placed under a Theocratic government. ‘To that family and na- 
tion, the divine oracles and revelations were committed; and such of 
them as infinite wisdom deemed proper for the future instruction of 
every nation, were recorded and carefully preserved. By those re- 
velations, the promise and expectation of redemption were from time 
to time renewed, and sundry distinctive marks and characteristic cir- 
cumstances of the Redeemer predicted. The same merciful Provi- 
dence has also been pleased to cause every material event and occur- 
rence respecting our Redeemer, together with the Gospel he pro- 
claimed, and the miracles and predictions to which it gave occasion, 
to be faithfully recorded and preserved for the information and benefit 
of all mankind. 

All these records are set forth in the Bible which we are distributing ; 
and from them it derives an incalculable degree of importance, for, as 
every man must soon pass through his short term of existence here, 
into a state and life of endless duration, the knowledge necessary to 
enable him to prepare for such a change, cannot be too highly esti- 
mated. 

The Gospel was no sooner published, than it proceeded to triumph 
over obstacles which its enemies thought insurmountable ; and nu- 
merous heathen nations rendered joyful ‘‘ obedience to the Faith.” 
Well known events afterwards occurred, which impeded its progress, 
and even contracted the limits of its sway. Why those events were 
permitted, and why the conversion of the great residue of the Gen- 
tiles was postponed, has not been revealed to us. The scriptures in- 
form us that the coming in of the fulness of the Gentiles, will not be 
accomplished while Jerusalem shall continue to be trodden down by 
them. Asa distant future period appears to have been allotted for its 
accomplishment—so a distant future season was doubtless assigned for 
its effectual commencement. Although the time appointed for the ar- 
rival of that season cannot be foreseen, yet we have reason to pre- 
sume, that its approach, like the approach of most other seasons, will 
be preceded and denoted by appropriate and significant indications. 
As the conversion of the Gentiles is doubtless to be effected by the in- 
strumentality of Christian nations, so these will doubtless be previ- 
ously prepared and qualified for that great work, and their labour in it 
be facilitated by the removal or mitigation of obstructions and diffi- 
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culties. The tendency which certain recent events have to promote 
both these purposes, gives them the aspect of such indications. 

Great and multifarious were the calamities inflicted on the nations 
of Europe by their extensive war—a war of longer duration, and in 
the course of which, more blood and tears were shed, more rapacity 
and desolation committed, more cruelty and perfidy exercised, and 
more national and individual distress experienced, than in any of those 
which are recorded in modern history. During the continuance, and 
in the conclusion of such a war, it was natural to expect that the pres- 
sure of public and personal dangers and necessities, would have di- 
rected and limited the thoughts, cares, and efforts of rulers and people 
to their existing exigencies, and to the means necessary to acquire se- 
curity, to repair waste and terminate privations. 

Yet strange as it may appear—desires, designs, and exertions of a 
very different kind, mingled with these urgent temporal cares. ‘The 
people of Great Britain formed, and have nobly supported their me- 
morable Bible Society. Their example has been followed, not only 
by the people of this country, but also by nations who had not yet ob- 
literated the vestiges of war and conflagration. At no former period 
have the people of Europe and America instituted so many associations 
for diffusing and impressing the knowledge and influence of the Gos- 
pel, and for various other charitable and generous purposes, as since 
the beginning of the present century. These associations compre- 
hend persons of every class; and their exemplary zeal and philan- 
thropy continue to incite feelings and meditations well calculated to 
prepare all for the great work before mentioned. We have also lived 
to see some of the obstructions to it removed, and some of its difficul- 
tres mitigated. 

Throughout many generations there have been professing Christians, 
who, under the countenance and authority of their respective govern- 
ments, treated the heathen inhabitants of certain countries in Africa 
as articles of commerce ; taking and transporting multitudes of them, 
like beasts of burden, to distant regions; to be sold, and to toil, and 
die in slavery. During the continuance of such a traffic, with what 
consistence, grace, or prospect of success, could such Christians send 
Missionaries to present the Bible, or preach the Christian doctrines of 
brotherly kindness and charity to the people of those countries ? 

So far as respects Great Britain and the United States, that obstacle 
has been removed ; and other Christian nations have partially follow- 
ed their example. Although similar circumstances expose some of 
them to an opposition like that which Great Britain experienced, it is 
to be hoped that an overruling Providence will render it equally unsuc- 
cessful. 1 allude to the territorial and personal concerns which prompt- 
ed the opposition with which the advocates for theact of abolition had 
to contend. It will be recollected, that many influential individuals 
deeply interested in the slave-trade, together with others who believ- 
ed its continuance to be indispensable to the prosperity of the British 
West India Islands, made strenuous opposition to its abolition, even in 
the British Parliamert. Delays were caused by it ; but considerations 
of a higher class than those which excited the opposition finally pre- 
vailed: and the Parliament abolished that destestable trade. Well 
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merited honour was thereby reflected on the Legislature ; and parti- 
cularly on that excellent and celebrated member of it, whose pious 
zeal and unwearied perseverance were greatly and conspicuously in- 
strumental to the removal of the obstacle. 

Their example, doubtless, has weight with those other nations who 
are ina similar predicament ; and must tend to encourage them to pro- 
ceed, and act in like manner. 

Although an immense heathen population in India is under the domi- 
nicn, controul, and influence of a Christian nation ; yet it was deemed 
better policy to leave them in blindness than to risk incurring the in- 
conveniencies which might result from authorizing or encouraging 
attempts to relieve them fromit. This policy has at length met with 
the neglect it deserved. The gospel has been introduced into India 
under the auspices of the British government; and various means 
are co-operating to advance its progress, and hasten the time when 
the King of Saints will emancipate that people from the domination of 
the Prince of darkness. 

The languages of the heathen nations, in general, being different 
from those of Christian nations, neither their Bibles could be read, nor 
their Missionaries understood, by the former. ‘To obviate and lessen 
these difficulties, numerous idividuals have been induced to learn those 
languages ; and the Bible has already been translated into many of 
them. Provision has been made for educating heathen youth, and 
qualifying them for becoming missionaries. Schools have also been 
established in heathen countries, and are preparing the rising genera- 
tion to receive and to diffuse the light of the gospel. 

The mere tendency of these events to promote the coming in of the 
Gentiles, affords presumptive evidence of their being genuine indica- 
tions of the approach of the season assigned for it,—or, in other words, 
that they are providential. This evidence becomes more than pre- 
sumptive, when combined with that which the few following inquiries 
and remarks bring into view. 

Whence has it come to pass that Christian nations, who for ages had 
regarded the welfare of the heathen with indifference ; and whose in- 
tercourse with them had uniformly been regulated by the results of 
political, military, and commercial calculations, have recently felt such 
new and unprecedented concern for the salvation of their souls, and 
have simultaneously concurred in means and measures for that purpose ? 
Whence has it come to pass, that so many individuals of every profes- 
sion and occupation, who, in the ordinary course of human affairs, 
confine their speculations, resources, and energies to the acquisition 
of temporal prosperity for themselves and families, have become so 
ready and solicitous to supply idolatrous strangers in remote regions 
with the means of obtaining eternal felicity? Who has ‘‘ opened their 
hearts to attend’ to such things ? 

It will be acknowledged, that worldly wisdom is little conversant 
with the transcendent affairs of that kingdom which is not of this 
world ; and has neither ability to comprehend, nor inclination to fur- 
therthem. To what adequate cause, therefore, can these extraordi- 
nary events be attributed, but to the wisdom that cometh from above / 
If co, those events authorize us to conclude, that the Redeeiner is 
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preparing to take possession of the great remainder of his heritage, 
and is inciting and instructing his servants to act accordingly. The 
duties which this conclusion proclaims and inculcates are too evident 
and well known to require particular enumeration. 

Not only Bible Societies, but also the various other societies who, 
in different ways, are forwarding the great work in question, have abun- 
dant reason to rejoice and be thankful for the blessings which prosper- 
ed their endeavours. We of this Society, in particular, cannot fail to 
participate largely in this gratitude and joy,——especially when we re- 
flect on the beneficent and successful exertions of our late meritorious 
President to establish and support it, -—-on the number of our Auxilia- 
ries and members,——on the continuance and amount of their contribu- 
tions,——and on the fidelity and prudence with which our affairs have 
been managed. 

Let us, therefore persevere steadfastly in distributing the Scriptures 
far and near, and without note or comment. We are assured that they 
** are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness.”” ‘They comprise the inestimable writings by which 
the inspired Apostles, who were commanded to preach the gospel to 
all people, have transmitted it through many ages, down to our days. 
The Apostles were opposed in preaching the gospel ; but they, never- 
theless, persisted. We are opposed indispersing the Sriptures, which 
convey the knowledge of it; and let us follow their example. An 
eminent ancient counsellor gave excellent advice to their adversaries ; 
and his reasoning affords salutary admonition to our opponents. That 
advice merits attention ; and was concluded in the following memora- 
ble words : 

** Refrain from these men, and let them alone: For if this counsel, 
or this work be of men, it will come to nought; but, if it be of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it ; Lest, haply, ye be found even to fight against 
God!” 


Wiriiam W. Wootsey, Esq. Treasurer of the Society, readthe Annual Report 
of that Department, which presented a highly flattering account of the state of the 
funds of the Institution. 

The net receipts of the Treasurer in the 6th year, have been 38,652 dollars 34 
cents, of which 22,968 dollars 97 cents have been remitted for Bibles, &c. from 
Auxiliary Societies. 

The payments from the Treasury, in the 6th year have been 39,995 dollars 93 cts. 


ee 


The Rey. 8. S. Woopuutt, of Brooklyn, L. 1. Secretary for domestic 
correspondence, read the annual report. 

Of this well written and important document we shall give an abstract 
in future numbers, and at present barely notice that the number of co- 
pies of the Scriptures printed at the Depository during the year, in- 
cluding a small number of Bibles purchased, is 36,625 copies, which, 
added to the number mentioned in the last year’s report, make the 
whole number 268,177 of Bibles and Testaments, or parts thereof, 
published by the stereotype plates of the Society here and at Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, or otherwise obtained for circulation since the organi- 
zation of the Society—That there have been issued by the} Society 
during the year from the Depository 53,470 Bibles and Testaments. 
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including a small number of the Gospels in the Mohawk and the Epis- 
tles in the Delaware language, making a total of 193,818 Bibles and 
Testaments, and parts of the New Testament, issued by the Society 
since its establishment. Of the Bibles issued from the Depository du- 
ring the year, there were—French 551, German 393, Gaelic 21, 
Welch 5-—making 970, and of Spanish Testamerits 1576. During the 
past year, there have been added 62 Auxiliary Societies—making the 
whole number of Auxiliaries 301. 
After the report was read the following resolution was offered : 


Resolved, That the Report of the Managers be accepted, and printed under their 
direction. 


The Rev. Josnva Bares, D. D, President of Middlebury College, 
Vermont, in proposing this resolution, remarked, that little need be 
said to justify this motion ; nor should he say much. The public, sir, 
said the Rev. Dr. are entitled to this Report, because it constitutes an 
important chapter in the history of benevolence ; because it records 
what should never be forgotten, and animates to future exertion: be- 
cause it is calculated to warm the benevolent heart, and open the bene- 
volent hand. 

Sir, when I contemplate the rapid progress, the diversified operations 
and the extensive influence of Bible Societies ; when I remember, that 
twenty years have not elapsed since the first Association of this cha- 
racter was formed—and consider the number, which now exist: and 
their united influence on the character and happiness of the human 
race, my heart is made glad, and my soul doth rejoice—I observe in 
these Societies the gradual, or rather I should say, the rapid accom- 
plishment of prophecy, &c. 

I seem to behold the Angel of the beloved Apostle, flying through 
the midst of heaven ; I seem to behold the stone cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands, rolling forward, and increasing as it rolls——the hea- 
thens casting their idols to the bats and moles—the descendants of 
Abraham, returning and coming to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads—the kingdoms of this world becoming the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and every knee bowing to Jesus ! 

Sir, the influence of Bible Societies cannot be estimated, till examin- 
edin the light of eternity. Some ofthe direct effects are indeed obvious ; 
such as supplying the destitute in christian lands, and diffusing this light 
through the region of pagan darkness ; such as uniting the hearts of 
Christians of different denominations, and bringing all who have receiv- 
ed ‘ the truth in the love of it,’ to stand on common ground, and act 
together. But there are incidental effects of these institutions, begin- 
ning to show themselves of immense importance to the world ; I mean 
the union, which they are producing among Christians of different nations. 
We have heard of a Republic of Letters, which disregarding the bar- 
riers of civil institutions, extends its dominions with the progress of 
science and literature. But, sir, the Empire of the Bible is more ex- 
tensive, and infinitely more salutary. The united exertions of these 
national institutions, are evidently uniting the Christians of different na- 
tions ; restraining the spirit of ambition ; subduing that narrow, selfish, 
misnamed patriotism, which has hitherto counteracted the spirit of the 
gospel, and thus promoting that peace and good will, which the Bible 
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itself inculcates. Bible Societies, to use a borrowed figure, are like 
majestic rivers, uniting the waters of a thousand streams, imparting 
comfort to every cotiage by which they pass, and ultimately enriching 
kingdoms, and spreading through the world the expansive tide of their 
beneficence ! 

The Rev. F. C. Scnarrrer, Pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran 
church in this city, seconded the motion of the Reverend President ; and 
in pointing out the importance of the Report, remarked, that this docu- 
ment should be widely circulated, and that it would certainly be sub- 
servient to the cause which had convened the audience. He adverted 
to the pleasure which the contemplation of the march of true religion 
furnishes, as exhibited in the effects of well regulated Bible Societies. 
It is encouraging, said Mr. S. to behold the evidences of individual zeal, 
which the organization of these societies has elicited. He observed, 
that though merit is not to be measured according to pecuniary means, 
still, every one would agree with him, that the two distinguished bene- 
factors whose names had been celebrated in the report, were actuated 
by the purest motives, when they added thousands, and tens of thousands 
to the funds of the National Institution. Such legacies are intended to 
profit the human family, as well as to benefit destitute individuals. In 
such instances as those to which he alluded in respectful terms, the 
scriptural saying was applicable : ‘‘ The memory of the just is blessed.”’ 
But he went on to show, that by the Christian all should be gratefully 
regarded, who had given according to their means, though these were 
not more in nominal amount than the widow’s mite. He rejoiced in 
the evangelical labours and gifts, and prayers of all, whether a Boupr- 
wot or a Wituincron, whether the indefatigable manager of a Parent 
Society, or the humblest contributor to the gatherings of the obscurest 
Bible Association. For every pleasing fact stated in the report, he gave 
thanks unto him to whom belonged the glory. 

Mr. S. said that when he listened to the annals of Bible Societies, 
and heard the glad tidings of those excellent institutions, whose object 
is, by the aid of the Omnipotent Arm, to dispel gloom, and to send an 
exhilarating ray into the darkest abodes, he was forcibly reminded of a 
man whose name he was justly taught, from his earliest youth, to pro- 
nounce with veneration. He stated that Carl Hildebrand Baron Von 
Canstein, was the founder of the celebrated Bible Institution (Canstei- 
nische Bibel Anstalt) at Halle, in Germany, whence more than three mil- 
lions of Bibles and Testaments have been issued ! 

Mr. S. then proceeded to give some interesting particulars concerning 
the history of this Institution, which commenced its operation in the 
year 1710, and has ever since been faithful to the grand object : to sup- 
ply every class of persons with the Bible, at the lowest rate. Every 
Bible, whether large or small, had the same number of chapters and 
verses on the same page. The different forms of the types were kept 
standing, so as to be used as stereotype plates. In a land, continued 
Mr. S. where the Bible was brought into general notice by the man ot 
God, LUTHER, and by the results of the blessed reformation, this In- 
stitution met with a congenial spirit, and as the supply was facilitated, 
so the demand for the word of God increased at an astonishing rate, &c. 
The greatest number of the German Bibles which are distributed by 
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Societies of the present day, (who, in fact, may be considered as branches 
and fruits of the Canstein Institution,) have been issued by this vene- 
rable establishment at Halle. Mention was also made of the superior 
style in which these books appeared. Many copies of the earliest edi- 
tions are still extant in Europe and America. ‘They have been handed 
down as the richest legacy, from father to son ; and our first religious 
impressions have an inseparable connexion with the ancient family vo- 
lume. We feel, as if it reads better---and all your modern German 
editions printed in Germany, or stereotyped and published in London 
city, have a strangeness about them, and, there is a kind of sweet re- 
lief in turning from them, to a good Canstein edition. Mr. S. further 
remarked, that the emigration from Germany, the cradle of the refor- 
mation, the land of religion and biblical literature, was considerable for 
many years. Germans and their descendants in this country have all, 
more or less, experienced the blessings of the Canstein Institution ; and 
whatever religious benefit our own happy country has derived from 
Germans and Lutherans, must, in some degree, be ascribed, under God, 
to the meritorious German, on whose name I delight to dwell. So 
long as the glorious cause of Bible Societies shall be respected and 
supported, the name of Canstein shall be celebrated—and his memory 
shall ever be revered by the friends of the sacred yolume which teaches 
the penitent sinner that his Redeemer liveth. 

The second resolution was then proposed as follows : 

Resolved, That the Society highly appreciate the services and exertions of the 


Board of Managers during the past year, and request them to accept their thanks 
for the laborious attention which they have paid to the business of the Institution. 


The Rev. Mr. Howe, of New-Brunswick, N. J. rose to propose 
this resolution, at the same time requesting to be permitted to express 
the lively pleasure which he received from the interesting accounts 
detailed in the report of the operations and success of this society. I 
cannot, said Mr. H. but regard the establishment of the American Bible 
Society, as one of the most interesting events in the history of our 
country, and the institution itself, as one of its greatest ornaments and 
blessings: assembled together, not on the narrow principles of a self- 
ish and worldly policy, but to aid in evangelizing the world, and on the 
principles of that christian charity which originates from God, and 
embraces in its affections the whole human family, surely we may in- 
dulge in congratulations on the past success which has attended the 
operations of this society, and in pleasing anticipations of the future. 
That great and blessed God who rules among the nations, and whose 
eyes run to and fro upon the earth, we question not, beholds this so- 
ciety with special approbation. 

The Bible is a gift to man; and how precious is the gift. It isa 
token of his mercy and his love to our apostate race. It has guided 
through life and lighted up to the third heaven myriads of holy men of 
God, who are now walking in the light of the heavenly city. We too 
rejoice in it as a lamp to our feet—as affording us our sweetest conso- 
lations in adversity, our firmest supports against the fears of death, and 
all our hopes of a glorious immortality. 

Great as are the blessings which the world has received from the 
sacred word, we look for still greater. Prophecy assures us, that the 
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knowledge of the Lord shall fill the whole earth. And what is to pro- 
duce this glorious event? Faithful Missionaries will be raised up, and 
they shail take the written word and give it to the nations, and the 
work will be done. 

The movements of the providence of God, which have taken place 
in our own days, announce that this time is near at hand. © Desolating 
judgments have been inflicted on the anti-christian world, and amidst 
these distractions and tumults of the nations, christians have been filled 
with an unusual zeal to spread the gospel. These exertions, we con- 
dently believe are closely connected with the bringing in of the mil- 

enium. 

We have our part to bear in this most important work. The fron- 
tiers of our own country, and the rising empires of Mexico and South 
America, have demands upon us peculiarly strong. Our country too, 
is probably destined to take the lead in evangelizing the world. 

hile we feel the animating influence of these considerations, it is 
delightful to reflect that we are engaged in the best of causes, and with 
the best of men. Had we time to recite the blessed effects which 
have been already produced by the word of God, how would every 
tender sensibility of our souls be awakened, and our devout praises 
ascend to God, that he ever put it into the hearts of his people to 
distribute his word. 

The Rev. Rosert B. E. M‘Leop, of New-York, on seconding this 
motion, commenced with some observations respecting the importance 
of the Bible ; and in the course of his introductory remarks, animad- 
verted upon the opposition of infidels to the Bible, and ascribed the 
source of this opposition “‘ to pride of intellect.” 

He then proceeded to state some facts in connexion with the Bible, 
and from these he inferred, that patriotism with piety were solemnly 
called upon to aid in promoting the interests of Bible associations. The 
facts adverted to were the following:—First, That the study of the 
Bible had a most powerful tendency to promote the intellectual pow- 
ers of man. This he undertook to prove from the fact, that men the 
most celebrated for genius in modern days, were the most strenuous 
and studious adherents of the Bible. He likewise stated that Christian- 
ity was ever productive of civilization and science in those countries 
in which it was divulged, while on the contrary, the doctrines of 
** Brahma, Confucius, and Mahomet, were invariably attended with 
intellectual debility.’” The reason of this difference, he ascribed to 
the different genius of these respective religions; that the one en- 
lightened and encouraged the efforts of mind, and consequently liber- 
ty; the others ignorance, and consequently slavery. From this view 
of the tendency of the Bible to promote the intellectual power, and 
consequently the natural rights of man, he inferred the importance of 
a general diffusion of the Scriptures. 

Mr. M‘Leod then proceeded to the morality of the gospel—here 
he made some remarks with respect to the purity, simplicity and gran- 
deur of the morality of the Bible ; that here it was radically distin- 
guished from all other religions. On this subject he observed that 
there was a variety of crimes, both of a public and private nature, 
which no human legislation could possibly control ; that they were to 
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be prevented alone by that which awes the conscience ; by the prin- 
ciples contained in the word of God. He took a view of the moral and 
good effects of the Bible on society, and from this took occasion to ad- 
vert to the millenium, and described the happiness and purity which 
would exist when the idolater, the Mahometan, the Jew, and the bar- 
barian would read the Bible and imbibe its spirit. 

The Rev. Speaker next observed that the principles contained in 
the Bible constituted the firmest basis of national glory ; that the ruin 
and utter annihilation of ancient kingdoms were to be ascribed to 
their ungodly principles ; that the revolution of France, was in a great 
measure owing to infidelity; and, that the glory and safety of our 
own government was deeply connected with the circulation of the Bi- 
ble, and the Practical influence of its doctrines upon the inhabitants of 
the country.” He concluded by observing that the doctrines of the 
Bible, were the only doctrines that could yield to man any substantial 
enjoyment in affliction, any thing like triumph in death, any thing like 
glory beyond the grave. 

The following was the next resolution : 

Resolved. That the Society are very much gratified at the choice, made by the 
Managers of the venerable John Jay, as the successor of their late lamented Pre- 
sident, Dr. Boudinot, and at his kindly consenting to accept the appointment; and 
that the thanks of the Society be conveyed to their said President, for the excellent 
address, which, in his unavoidable absence, he has been good enough to transmit to 
the present meeting. 

Rey. Exisan Warerman, of Bridgeport, Conn. observed, that in the 
few remarks which he should offer, he should admit the end for which 
God hath established his church, and notice the means and motives which 
he has provided to assist and animate us in our exertions-for its promo- 
tion. In that Holy Book which we receive as our inflexible guide, we 
are told that the leader of those apostate angels, who left their own ha- 
bitation, succeeded in seducing the man of Paradise from his allegiance 
to his Creator, into a state of rebellion, ‘enmity and death. A world 
was lost. The dominion which God intrusted to the first man, for 
himself and his posterity, he wilfully surrendered to the Prince of 
Darkness. The mighty movement which this rebellion excited about 
the throne of the Eternal—the coming forth of the Son, the Lord of 
Hosts, in the form of a servant, to establish his kingdom in the midst 
of his enemies—all had for their end to destroy the works of the De- 
vil—to recover the lost dominion-~and in all this mighty labour to glo- 
rify the riches of the Grace of God. This is the eternal and devoted 
purpose that attracts every eye, and affects with awful impulse, the re- 
motest habitation of the uniyerse. For this Jenovan keeps his sleep- 
less eye on his everlasting covenant—for this the Almighty Mediator 
stands touched with our infirmities, and clothed in a garment dipped in 
his own blood, at the right hand of God. For this the Spirit moves his 
divine influence over the moral chaos of this apostate world. For this 
the Hosts of God descend from their lofty standing, and enter the war- 
fare with Satan and his Angels. For this eternal purpose—to magnify 
the glory of his grace—God hath established Zion, and set her king 
upon his holy Hill—holding forth a sceptre of mercy over a dry sepul- 
chral heap—saying to his prophets, ‘“‘ can these dry bones live !’— 
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prophesy and say, “‘ come, O spirit, and breathe upon these slain.” 
And here, sir, said Mr. W. I pause with amazement at the wisdom and 
goodness of Jehovah, who has constituted his church as the medium 
through which he sheds the light of life, and pours its healing waters 
over the face of this benighted and polluted world.—In the very na- 
ture that rebelled, the remedy is found. Through the agency of men 
God has appointed to communicate all the provisions of his salvation. 
The part assigned to the sanctified members of that body, of which 
Christ is the head, is of high and awful import. I ask, said Mr. W. is 
the sword of the Spirit, the work of reconciliation committed to them ? 
Is the command exclusively directed tothem, ‘‘ Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature ?” And is the provision limit- 
ed to them, “ Lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the world ?”’ 
Is it not, then, to his devoted people, that the King of Zion looks for 
the consummation of his victory over the Prince of Darkness? The 
warfare is for immortal souls ; and shall the partakers of the glory of 
the grace of Christ, sleep at their posts, and suffer the destroyer to hold 
his usurped dominion, when by united efforts under the captain of sal- 
vation, their victory will be complete, and their triumph eternal ? 
These were deep and awful questions of theology into which he would 
not obtrude ; but in all our research into the scriptures, we no where 
find an intimation that any man can be saved, unless the holy bread, the 
medicine of life, is communicated to him, and the Bible presses upon 
us the necessity of- spreading and preaching the Gospel to all nations, 
not even excepting the Jews, who hold the scriptures in their hands. 
It is the command of Jesus, ‘‘ Go”’—and the promise * I am with you,” 
is the certainty of success, and the grandeur and glory of the issue.— 
Do we ask for motives to animate us in the cause. On the banks of 
what river does not the herald of the cross tread? Through what val- 
leys does he not traverse ? Over what mountains does he not make his 
way ? What island does he not visit? What language does he not speak ? 
And to whom does he not carry the bread of life? The way is even 
now clear to open to every nation and tribe the Bible—a sovereign 
balm for the wounds of sin, in disclosing to them that kingdom which 
consists in righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Shall we 
then faint or slumber while the world is awaking from the thraldom of 
Satan, and bursting the chains of darkness—while new and powerful 
allies are marching in the very van of our armies, and the inhabitants 
of the islands are burning the strong holds of the enemy---and all diffi- 


culties, like the waters of the Red Sea, are retiring to make way for 
the messengers of the Gospel. 


* Haste then, ye heralds, and with rapid wing, 
Wide o’er the world the beams of glory fling ; 
Descend, O Prince of Peace, thy word bestow, 
Cleanse heathen’s souls from guilt and endless wo ; 
With all-earth’s myriads Israel’s tribes unite, 

And bid thy kingdom's glory spring to light, 

The Gentile world no more in death shall mourn, 
Nor female victims the infernals burn ; 

But waked, revived, by thy Almighty power, 

All realms shall serve thee, and all hearts adore '” 
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iI. Ketcnum, Esq. of New-York. The wants and sufferings of our 
fellow creatures very properly excite in us feelings of pity, although 
it is inconceivable whence our most refined happiness would be deriv- 
ed, if there. were no wants to relieve, no suflering to abate. The 
happiness of man springs out of his social relations, and is all in some 
way or other connected with benefits conferred or received. ‘The 
feelings of gratitude which arise in the heart of a good man upon the 
reception of a benefit, warm and exhilarate him, but the most felicitous 
sensations are reserved for him.-who awards the benefit; ‘‘ itis more 
blessed to give than toreceive.’’ We are apt to censure that economy 
which renders it necessary for the rich man to part with his substance 
for the relief of the destitute: butif any one will be at the trouble of 
analyzing his sensations of happiness and tracing them to their source, 
he will find that they are dependent upon this very economy. Let 
none*therefore complain that he is called upon to give ; his only con- 
cern should be to ascertain in what way his gifts will be productive of 
most service to mankind. But the motives which sometimes induce 
us to give are not commendable ; the very fact of a man’s ability to con- 
fer a favour, implies a superiority on his part, over the objects of his 
beneficence, the consciousness of which is flattering to the pride of 
human nature ; the applause which they excite is also frequently the 
motive to actions apparently benevolent. If, sir, the individual governed 
by motives of this description would contribute to the support of com- 
mendable objects only, it would be of little consequence to mankind to 
investigate the character of his motives. But the misfortune is, that 
such a man as frequently contributes to support the wrong as the right, 
and when you receive his donation in aid of the most righteous cause 
you have no security that he will not the very next day, or the very 
next hour, yield his substance in support of some plan which will utter- 
ly defeat your purpose. The man who in the bestowment of his alms, 
is governed by any other motive than the moral improvement of the 
recipient of those alms, ought not to be commended ; and although all 
possible charity should be extended to such a man, though every one 
ought reluctantly to yield to the belief that his motives were less 
pure than his actions were apparently benevolent, yet were it as- 
certained that he gave merely to gratify his pride, or to awaken the 
applause of mankind, the tongue should be palsied ere it moved in his 
praise. 

In applying these remarks to those to whom this institution looks for 
support, | would not be understood to mean that a desire for the salva- 
tion of the human soul, is the only laudable motive to the dissemination 
of the Bible. No, sir, putting, for an instant out of view, the happi- 
ness or misery of a future state, there are benefits of a temporal and 
civil nature derivable from an acquaintance with the precepts of the 
Bible, which render its dissemination of vast importance ; to secure 
these benefits is an object worthy of any man’s ambition. 

Were we unacquainted with the actual effects which have been pro- 
duced in society through the medium of the Bible, and from a know- 
ledge of its contents, should we suffer ourselves to speculate upon the 
probable consequences which would flow from this source, the conjec- 
ture would be an obvious one, that a book laying claim to such high 
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authority, and making a declaration of facts and doctrines which, if true, 
so intimately concern the happiness of mankind, would, more than any 
thing else, awaken an interest in the human heart, and command the 
attention of the human mind ; that it would excite the mental powers 
into action ; that it would lead them to the investigation of moral truth ; 
and if it did so, the result could not fail to be beneficial ; for whatever 
prompts the mind of man to diligent investigation, whatever overcomes 
his natural aversion to mental exercise, and makes him a thinking be- 
ing, will promote his improvement, will advance his happiness. But, 
sir, it is unnecessary to prove by a course of abstract reasoning, what 
results would flow from the dissemination of the Bible ; the world is 
not destitute of experience on this subject. Since the appearance of 
our Saviour upon earth, it has seen the scriptures of truth locked up 
from the vulgar gaze, and it has witnessed the night of mental darkness 
which then covered the earth; it has also seen the dawn of that re- 
formation which has already furnished a few of the nations with these 
scriptures, in language intelligible to their inhabitants, and is now send- 
ing them to every quarter of the globe. To dwell upon the effects that 
have already been produced by this reformation is unnecessary ; we are 
all acquainted with them ; our babes can recite them ;—knowledge 
has unfolded her ample stores ; science has advanced—liberty has been 
promoted. Christendom is wont to admire and eulogize the proud co- 
lumn of British liberty. I would ask, sir, when the principles of that 
liberty, which had been before partially asserted, began to be practi- 
cally sustained ? Not till the translated Bible was disseminated among 
the people. It is the testimony of the elegant historian of England, 
though not a believer in our faith, that the precious spark of liberty 
was kindled and preserved in that country, by these early readers of 
the Bible, and that to them alone the English owe the whole freedom of 
their constitution. Yes, for all that is useful in her scientific attain- 
ments, for all that is valuable ia her political institutions, England is in- 
debted to the influence of the Bible, and she is manifesting her sense 
of obligation by her stupendous efforts to send this invaluable book to 
the destitute inhabitants of the earth. 

But, sir, are we less indebted than England to the influence of the 
Bible for the superior excellence of our institutions ? Can we contem- 
plate the privileges we enjoy ; can we view those institutions which se- 
eure to us the blessings of civil liberty, in a larger measure, than were 
before enjoyed by any people, without being thrilled with gratitude to- 
wards those who first planted the seeds of this liberty in our soil? And 
who were they ? Have we forgotten the pilgrims, who deserted country 
and home, who, in the face of difficulties the most formidable, and dan- 
gers the most appalling, sought the savage shores of America, that they 
inight here in the wilderness plant the standard of the cross ; that they 
might here exercise the freedom of opinion. No: the moral sublimity 
of their enterprise will rescue the story of these progenitors of our 
liberty from oblivion ; but let it never be forgotten that they derived 
their instraction and imbibed their spirit from the Bible. Oh sir, the 
Christian who makes this book the guide of his faith and practice, must ° 
feel the elevation of the ground upon which he stands, when he is ena- 
bled to trace the finest effusions of genius, the mightiest efforts of the 
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human mind, and the most valuable institutions in civil society to the in- 
fluence of his religion,—Yes, these are the blessings of religion, though 
not her boast ; these are only the blessings ‘‘ which she scatters by the 
way in her march to immortality.” 

Before concluding the very brief, and somewhat desultory remarks 
which he had to make on this occasion, Mr. K. observed that there were 
political considerations, applicable to ourselves, which make it pecu- 
liarly proper that this National Institution should be encouraged by those 
who are concerned to promote the best interests of the country. 

Mr. K. concluded as follows ; , 

Let, therefore, the good, the wise, the influential men of the coun- 
try, ardently cherish this institution ; let them contribute of their 
means, let them put forth their exertions. In aiding some institutions, 
called charitable, we have the mortification to see that we increase the 
evil we would remedy ; but here there is no danger of this sort; we 
may give freely without any apprehension that our charity will not be 
well directed, so long as there is an individual on the earth destitute 
of a Bible. 

Wiiiam Jay, Esq. of Westchester.—Permit me, Mr. Chairman, to 
assure you, that ill health alone has prevented my reverend parent 
from attending in his place this day, and acknowledging, in person, the 
honour now paid him. | 

To be called to preside over this institution, an institution embracing 
the great, the wise, and the good of our land, consecrated by the pray- 
ers and the blessings of thousands, and devoted to the single object of 
advancing the glory of God, and the present and eternal welfare of his 
creatures, is indeed a distinction which the most ambitious might covet, 
but which the Christian only can truly appreciate. 

To contribute in any degree which Providence may permit to the 
diffusion of that volume which has been the study and the guide of his 
life, will, I am confident, be ever regarded by him, both as a duty and 
a privilege ; and although the infirmities of declining years may deny 
him the pleasure of an active co-operation in your labours, his prayers 
will still ascend to the Father of Mercies for a continuance of that 
favour and protection which this Society has hitherto so richly ex- 
perienced. 

(To be continued.) 





NEW-YORK RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


This society celebrated its 10th anniversary on Thursday evening, the 
11th ultimo, at the city hotel. The Rev. Dr. Sprine presided, and open- 
ed the meeting with prayer. Joun R. Hurp, Esq. read the annual report, 
from which it appeared, that at the close of the year, there were 307,960 
tracts, 41,000 had been printed, and 131,331 circulated during the year: 
these have been distributed as follows: To the Sunday School Societies, 
Mariners’ Church, Bethel Union, Bancker-street Church, U. S. ship Frank- 
lin 74, Osage Indians, Michigan, Lima, Pensacola, Missouri, Canada, &c. 
The whole number of tracts distributed by the society is, 1,135,594. 
The balance in the treasury at the close of the year, was only $146 55, 
while the demand against the Society was $950. 
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The usual resolutions were offered, and the Rev. Messrs. Bruen, of this 
city, and Somers, late of Troy, Divie Bethune, Esq. and the Rev. Dr. 
McCauley, of Union College, addressed the meeting. The collections 
and donations, amounted to about $300; and about $600 were loaned 
by different individuals, for one or two years, without interest. We re- 
gret that we have not room for a sketch of the interesting addresses de- 
livered on this occasion. We trust they will have a due eflect on the 
respectable and numerous audience which heard them. 





UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


On Wednesday the 8th Inst. this Society held its anniversary at the City Hotel. 
The Hon. StepHen Van Renssevatr, President, took the chair at 11 o’clock, and the 
meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Davin Porter, D. D. of Catskill, 
N.Y. ZecwHarian Lewis, Esq. Domestic Secretary, read the Annual Report, which 
gave a detailed account of the important missions under the care of the Society. 
The balance in the treasury at the close of last year, was $1,253 35, which added to 
the receipts since that time ($10,695 23,) amounts to $11,948 58. The expendi- 
ture during the same period, was $12,448 36, leaving a balance due to the Treasurer, 
of $499 78. 

On motion by the Rev. ArexanperR Provprir, D. D. of Salem, N. Y. seconded 
by the Rev. E. W. Batpwin, of this city, it was then 

Resolved, That the report now read be accepted, and that it be prmted under the 
direction of the board of managers. 

On motion by the Rev. Tuomas De Witt, of Dutchess County, seconded by the 
Rev. Stepuen N. Rowan of this city, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this society, be presented to Auxiliaries, to Congre- 
gations who have made their ministers members for life and made collections at the 
monthly concert of prayer, and all others, who, by contributions in money, or arti- 
cles for the support and comfort of the Mission families, have aided the operations 
of the Society. 

These gentlemen followed their motions with appropriate addresses, but we have 
not room at present, to notice them farther. We are sorry to say that though the 
weather was pleasant, the house was wretchedly thin, and what rendered the whole 
concern most disagreeable, was the continual egress which was emptying the room, 
until the little remnant felt forsaken and alone. It is notfair, perhaps, to impute the 
thinness of the assembly to any fault in the arrangements; as the meeting was thin 
from the beginning. The report seemed to us too much in detail, but certainly it 
left sufficient time, and should have left sufficient patience for the addresses which 
were about to be delivered: but so it was, that there seemed but little disposition to 
hear addresses far superior to those commonly delivered at the anniversaries of our 
religious societies. We cannot but think, after all, that our community still takes a 
very undecided interest in that important body “ The United Foreign Missionary 
Sociely ;”’ and that the former symptoms of a contrary disposition have resulted from 
occasional excitement. Were it otherwise, of the crowds who thronged the Church- 
es at the departure of the Missionaries, and of the two thousand congregations 
immediately connected with the Society ; there would have appeared more than a 
a dozen dozen individuals to celebrate its anniversary. 

In the evening, the annual sermon was preached in the Presbyterian Church, in 
Cedar-street, by the Rev. Dr. Romeyn, and a collection taken up for the society. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY. 


The schools under the care of this society, assembled at the New-York Hospital 
on Tuesday the 7th inst. at half past 3 o’clock, and preceded by the officers, 
moved in procession to the Park, in front of the City Hall, where the Rev. J. M. 
Martuews, delivered an address, accompanied with other appropriate religious 
exercises. The number of scholars present, was estimated at 3000. After the 
exercises were concluded, the scholars, led by the Superintendents and Teach- 
ers, retired by the East and West gates, where each received a small cake 
for the customary annual reward. It was an afternoon of deep interest to the 
schools, and they exhibited a decency of appearance and order, which, considering 
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We great number, was truly astonishing. The friends of this institution, and every 
christian and every patriot, must be of the number, will rejoice in the prospects of 
this excellecnt institution, and give it renewed support. 

The Annual Meeting of the Society, was held in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in John-street, at 6 o’cleck ; the venerable President, Col. Ricaarp Varicx, in the 
chair. The Annual Report was read, and the officers and commitiee were elected 
for the ensuing year. 

The Report stated, that there are now under the patronage of the Society, forty 
two schools in this city, conducted by 540 superintendents, teachers and visiters, 
and comprising 4055 learners, mostly boys under fourteen years af age. The Coin- 
mittee strongly recommend the plan of visiting, called the loeal system, to be adopi- 
ed by the conductors of each school, and urge the necessity of each church and con- 
gregation taking the schools connected with them, under their own special super 
intendence and care. 


centennial 
EDUCATION SOCIETY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


The Annual meeting ef this society was held on Monday the 6th inst. and the 
Sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Cox, on the preceding evening, in Dr. Ro- 
meyn’s Church. 


METHODIST AUXILIARY MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


On Monday, 2ist April, the Young Men’s Missionary Society in New-York, Aux- 
iliary to the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, celebrated its 
third anniversary in the Jobn-street Church. The Rev. Joun StUmMerrtecp, Presi- 
dent, in the Chair. After singing and prayer, the Annual Report was read by the Rev. 
Henry Chase. The usual resolutions were offered and adopted, and the Rev. W 
Ross, and Messrs. W. M. Willet, W. C. Mead, and E. F. Moore, addressed the meet- 
ing: the president also, made some remarks. ‘The collection amounted to $87 26 


a 





UNION PRAYER ME&#TINGS. . 


These meetings, which are held for the express purpose of praying for the out 
peuring of the Holy Spirit on our Churches and congregations, continue to be inte- 
resting and well attended. On Monday evening the 21st April, the Union Prayer 
Meeting was held in the Dutch Reformed Charch, j in Market-street. The Monday 
following, it was held in the Murray-street Church. Rev. Robert McCartee, Pas- 
tor of thg Presbyterian Church in Orange-street, presided. The Rev. Messrs. R. B 
E. McLeod, H. Chase, Somers and Knox, engaged in prayer, and the Rev. Dr. Ro- 

meyn delivered an address. 

The 17th monthly Union Prayer Meeting, was held in the Mariner’s Church, on 
the first Monday in this month, in the afternoon. The Rev. Mr. Somers, of the 
South Baptist Church, presided, and read the 104 Psalm. The Rev. Messrs. Barnes 
of this city and Fay of Charlstown, Mass. addressed the meetmg. Mr. Fay stated 
that Union Prayer Meetings had been established within a few weeks at Salem, 
Boston and Beverly, Mass. At the former place, the first meeting was held by a 
few persons in a private house ; the next meeting, two rooms were filled ; the third 

was removed to the school house ; the fourth met in a large vestry room,and the fifth 
a large church was full and crowded, In Newburyport, six Churches have united, 
und in Portland, large meetings have been held and a revival of religion commenc- 
ed. The meeting rwas well attended, although not by as many persons as usual, 

Last Monday a meeting wassield in the South Baptist C hurch, Rev. Mr. Frey pre- 
sided, and several ministers of different denominations from the country, took a 
part in the exercises. We hope the important object of thsee meetings will mors 
aud more engage the attention of Christians throughout our country, and through- 

ut the world : God will give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him 


—— 


NEW-YORK AUXILIARY FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY 


The sixth auniversary of this Society, was celebrated on thg 25th of April, at the 
City Hotel. Gen. M. Clarkson. Vice President ofthe American Bible Society presided, 
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26 Summary 


and the Rev. S. S. Woodhull, read the 72d Psalm. The Rev. Dr. Milnor read the 
Annual Report, and also the report of the “ Juvenile Female Bible Association,’ 
which united in the celebration. The report stated that seven associations had been 
formed during the last year, on the plan of those in Liverpool ; that 180 Ladies 
have been engaged ini visiting tlie districts allotted to them; that 780 Bibles and 
100 Testaments had been distributed ; and that the receipts had been $893 62 being 
$200 more than the receipts of last year: ofthis sum $63 was paid by the Juvenile 
Association. Upwards of $700 had been paid to the American Bible Society. The 
Appendix contained extracts from correspondence, and reports of the visiters, which 
were of a highly interesting character. 

The Rev. William McMurray delivered an appropriate address, after which, Dr. 
M. read the names of the proposed Managers, and the gentlemten retired. There was 
present a large nuniber of Ladies, whose suceesgful labours will afford them every 
encouragement to proceed in their good work with renewed zeal and activity. 





FREE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


At the monthly concert of prayer, held in the Lecture Roam of St. George’s Chureh, 
on the first Monday in this month, the plan of a free Episcopal Church, to be erect- 
ed at Corlaer’s Hook, was laid before the meeting for their consideration. And the 
gentlemen offered some remarks on the importance of doing something for the 
Spiritual necessities of a large population in that quarter of the city, who are not 
provided with church room, and the meeting concurred fully in the proposed plan,* 
which has received the approbation of the Bishop, and Clergy of the city. Books 
being provided for procuring subscriptions, some of the persons present engaged to 
solicit donations. We trust others will be found ready to engage in the same good 
work ; and that an object so desirable and so important as sending the Gospel to the 
destitute of our own city, will not want friends to give it an immediate accomplish 
ment. 





UNITED DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


A Society bearing the above designation has just been formed, under circum- 
stances the most auspicuous for the cause of home missions. It is not our design 
at present to enter into particulars, as a committee of the Board have it in charge 
to prepare some suitable communicatiomrs on the subject, which will be ready for our 
next number. 

Delegates from most of the Missionary Societies in the State, convened on Fri- 
day afternoon the 10th inst. in the Session Room of the Brick Church, the Rev. Dr. 
Prouprir, of Salem, N. Y. was elected President, and Jony D. Krrspr, Esq. was 
appointed Secretary. 


DEDICATION. 


The Central Presbyterian Church in Broome-street, was solemnly dedicated to the 
service of Almighty God, on Sunday the 5th inst. The Rev. Dr. Romeyn preached 
in the morning, from Ps. Ixxxi. 1. 2. the Rev. Mr. Rowan in the afternoon, from 
Eccl. v. 1. and in the evening, the Rev. Dr. Spring, from Matt. v. 16. 

This Church, is a plain neat edifice, built of brick, 75 feet long by 60 feet wide 

On Tuesday evening the Rev. Presbytery of New-York met at the above Church, 
pursuant to adjournment, and installed the Rev. Willian Patton, Pastor. The Rev. 
Mr. Cox preached the sermon, the Rev. Mr. delivered the charge to the Pastor, 
and the Rev. Mr. Baldwin, the charge to the people. 








The Rev. Toomas Macaucey, L. L. D. Professor in the Union College, has been 
invited to the pastoral charge of the Presbyterian Church in Rutgers-street, and has 
accepted the call. 





The Trustees of Princeton College, met on the 10th of April, and conferred the de- 
gree of Doctor in Divinity, on the Rev. Wittiam Warp, of Serampore, E. | 


* See “ Plan of a Free Church,” in No. 198, and No. 199, Christian Herald 
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Sramaws Glagastiuec. 


He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still—Then are they [sailors} 
glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. Psalms. 
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NEW-YORK MARINE BIBLE SOCIETY. 





TO THE MERCHANTS OF THE CITY OF NEW-YORK. 


GenTLEMEN—IT is with a heart feeling for the good of mankind, and 
particularly for seamen, who from time to time have in charge a vast 
portion of your property, that this appeal is made to you in behalf of 
the seamen of this port. It is a melancholy fact, that many seamen 
go from the port of New-York, blessed as it is with the light of reli- 
zion, without the Bible to cheer them when far from home, and far 
from land, or to restrain them from vice, and guard them from tempta- 
tion in a foreign land. Seamen are men as well as merchants. Sea- 
men are immortal as well as kings. Seamen are as capable of being re- 
claimed by the Gospel, as are those who have long lived under its light, 
without having felt its power. Seamen are as capable of improvement, 
rational and moral, as are other men; and they are, in many things, 
susceptible of sensibilities which ought to make many ashamed who 
have despised them. Facts also exist, which show, beyond the power 
of contradiction, that the Bible alone is capable of being, and that it 
has been, in many instances, the wisdom of God, and the power of God 
to the salvation of seamen. The Bible has reclaimed the wanderer— 
it has restrained the licentious—it has caused the drunkard to leave 
his cups, and to become a praying man, instead of profaning God’s Holy 
name—it has brought thieves and swindlers to be honest men, and has 
led them to regard that which was given to them in trust, as their own 
property—it has raised the abject outcast, who was well nigh fitted for 
destruction, to be an heir of God, and a child of heaven. These effects 
it would still have on thousands more, if it were only put into their 
hands. 

You will then, perhaps, ask, why the Marine Bible Society do not 
put a Bible into the hands of every seaman, who, there can be ground 
to hope, will be disposed to improve that book to the peace of his soul, 
and the correction of his habits? It is, gentlemen, the simple design 
of this letter to tell you why the society do not do it. It is because 
they have not the means, and therefore, they cannot doit. Their hearts 
have often been pained, when they have been obliged, not only not to 
offer Bibles to seamen who they knew wanted them, but also to refuse 
them when they have been solicited, for the simple reason that they 
had none to give, and no funds with which they could purchase any for 
that purpose. Connected as your interest is, aside from the common 
interests of society, with the morality and christianity of seamen; the 
Marine Bible Society have thought that nothing more would be want- 
ing than simply to lay these facts before the merchants of New-York. 
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An amplitude of funds for this object, would be but amére mite for each 
of the merchants, traders, and venders in this city, which they would 
never feel. Say that there are in number only six thousand of them, 
and that they should give so as to average only fifty cents each in a 
year, this little pittance alone would give to the Marine Bible Society 
three thousand dollars annnally tor the distribution of Bibles among sea 
men; and would in all probability put ten times the sam into the hands 
of the giver, by putting a trusty, careful and hovest heart into the men 
to whom his property is intrusted. 

But there ts an appeal, which to the good man, is more powerful than 
the consideration above suggested. I[t is the blessedness of doing 
good ; .of reclaiming a wanderer from God; and of bringing back to 
their allegiance the rebels who have revolted from his government. 
Ah! gentleme n, it is for thousands who are almost outcasts in human 
society ; who are rational and immortal as yourselves ; aad who are to 
be saved by the blood of the same cross that must save you; orto sink 
to perdition for rejecting the Gospel which you so richly enjoy: [tts 
for these immortal concerns that we plead the little assistance, so ne- 
céssary for the seamen to possess, and so easy for you to give; and which 
we are confident will not long be wanting, when once you are apprised 
of the fact, that many seamen who wish a Bible, are forced to go to sea 
without one, because they bave not the means to buy with, “and the 
Society are not able to supplythem. We need not say to you in the 
language of God’s word ; ‘* Give and it shall be given to you.—He that 
giveth to the poor,’ evenif he be a seaman, “‘lendeth to the Lord ; 
and that which he giveth will he repay him again.’” Many have in- 
deed done virtuously ; and if you will go and do likewise, as Christ 
commands you, you shall have treasure in heaven, the reward of him 
who gives in the name of the Lord. 

JOHN TRUAIR, Cor. Seeretary N. Y. M. B.S 


ANECDOTE. 
Related at «a meeting of the Marine Bible Society. 


Ow board the flag-ship of a celebrated commander, a complaint was 
made by the captain against a number of the crew, if I recollect right, 
nearly two hundred, for disturbing the ship’s company by frequent 
noises. The adméral ordered an tnquiry to be made, and appointed a 
day for ahearing. The accusation was, that these men were method- 
ists, and that when their watch was below, they were in the constant 
habit of reading the Bible to each other aloud ; of frequently joining in 
social praver, and singing of psalms and hymns. After the statement had 
been made and proved, the admiral aske d; ‘* What is the general conduct 
of these men on deck—orderly or dis obedient, cleanly or the contrary ?”’ 
“ Always orderly, obedient, and cleanly,” was the reply.‘ When the 
watch is called, do they linger, or are they ready?’ ‘* Always ready at 
the first call.”’ ‘* You have seen these men in battle, sir; do they stand 
to their guns, or shrink?’ ‘* They are the most intrepid men in 
the ship, my lord, and will die at their post.”’ ‘* Let them alone then,”’ 
was the decisive answer of this magnanimous commander ; “ if method. 
jsts are such men, | wish that all my crew were methodists.”’ 
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Bethel Flag 


From the Religious Remembrance: 


BETHEL FLAG, 


The Rev. Mr. Eastburn, stated preacher to the Seamen in this Port, 
lias received a Betrue. FLAG, presented by the Seamen’s Friend Society 
und Bethel Union, of London. This | is a grateful token of their res- 
pect for a venerable * fisher of men.” As an expression of the conge- 
niality of feeling of our Hota oni brethren with those in our city 
who are interested for the spiritual welfare of Mariners, it is creditable 
to the Society by whom it was presented. The following letter from 
the Secretary of the London institution accompanied the Flag. 


London, January, 3, 1822. 

My much respected and venerable Father—It has given me much 
pleasure to hear, by letters from my esteemed friend Robert Ralston, 
Esq. of your Port, that you are endeavouring to bring Sailors to a sense oi 
their lost state by nature, and pointing them to the Lamb of God who ta- 
keth away the sins of the world. May the Lord spare your life for many 
years of increasing usefulnes, and give you souls for your hire. And whenin 
his wisdom he shall call you to himself may you partake of the joys of the 
Angels, when they rejoice over poor prodigal Sailors who are returning 
to their Father. 

I send herewith, to the care of Mr. Ralston, a Bethel Flag, from the 
‘ British and Foreign Seamen’s Friend Society and Bethel Union,” in 
this city, as a testimony of their esteem, to their friends in Philadelphia. 
I hope it will be the means of inviting many to the social meetings for 
prayer in your port. 

I have written fully to our friend Mr. R., with some Tracts lafely 
published, which may be interesting to you, also some reports, and the 
later number of the Sailor’s Magazine, which he will give you. It wili 
give the Society much pleasure to hear from you, with any accouut of 
good being done on the other side of the Atlantic. 

Adieu, my dear friend,—may the Lord abundantly bless you, and in 
the closing scene of life; may you experience His Everlasting arms 
around you, and hear him say, “ Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you. ”” Bec. 

I remain your’s most affectionately. 
T’. Pussips, Sec’y. 

The Rev. Joseph Eastburn. 


The new Bethel Flag was first hoisted, at the Mariners’ C hurch, on 
Sabbath 24th ult. On Monday the 25th, it was displayed at the mnast 
head of the brig Junius, Capt. Dunton, and in the evening a meeting 
was held on board the brig. The religious exercises were conducted by 
the Rev, Mess’rs Eastburn and Van Vieck. Dr. Janeway, and a Welch 
Sailor. The cabin was occupied by females and the deck and wharfs 
tilled with sailors. They were solemn and attentive. 

On Friday evening, 29th, the Flag having been flying during the day 
at the mast head of the brig Levant, Capt. Sandborn, a meeting was 
held on board the brig. The services were conducted by the Rev. Mr. 
Kastburn, Drs. Ely “and Brodhead, and Capt. Foster. The attention 
was similar to that at the former meeting. The numbers who attend 
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50 Good News from a far Country. 


these meetings, and the seriousness which pervades the audience, indicate 
the increasing interest which seamen feel in means adopted to promote 
their spiritual welfare. 

=e 


GOOD NEWS FROM A FAR COUNTRY. 


Letter from Thomas Phillips, Esq. Corresponding Secretary tothe British and Foreign Seaman's 
Friend Society and Bethel Union, to the Editor, dated 


London, 25th March, 1322. 

My Dear Sin—Your letter of the 19 ult. arrived three days ago, with the First 
Report of the “ New-York Bethel Union” read at the general meeting on the 31 
December. 

We are truly rejoiced at the prosperity of the cause in America, and hope con- 
tinually to hear of the Bethe} Flag being introduced to new stations on your 
coast, till they shall be found in every port in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
This is not too much to expect, for we have a promise performing God, who has 
declared that “the abundance of the seas shall be converted unto him.” The 
“« little cloud’’ has spread—every day it appears more visible, and it will spread 
till it covers the earth, and showers of blessings descend upon the seamen of every 
nation, who will become most effective missionaries. 

When I take a retrospective view of this business, I am astonished and delight- 
ed atthe wisdom of God, who has in such a wonderful way brought it about, and 
raised up instruments to carry on the work with so much zeal in different parts of 
the Globe almost simultaneously. Thirty years ago, a circumstance occurred to 
the writer, which ultimately led him to take a part in this interesting, and very ho- 
nourable work. May we not say, “It isthe Lord’s doings, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes?” Do my dear (though unknown) friend, let us frequently hear from 
you, and our other Christian friends, with all the good news you can from a far 
country ; arid when we read the accounts at our Prayer Meetings, you will have 
the prayers of British seamen at a throne of grace for American seamen—for your 
committees and all who take an active part in societies, which are formed to seek 
after the salvation of sailors. Often have I seen and heard them wrestling with 
God, with tears, for a blessing on their kind friends. 1 am happy to inform you 
that a Bethel Union Society has been formed at Gibraltar. This is a most impor- 
tant station, and I shall copy the letter which has just been received. 


“ To the Secretaries of the British and Foreign Seamen’s Society, and Bethel Union in London. 


Gibraltar, 1st Jan. 1822. 

GrnTLEMEN—lI am desired by our Committee to communicate to you for the in™ 
formation of your Committee, that a Bethel Society has been established here by a 
few individuals, for the purpose of conveying the word of God to the too long 
neglected race of men, seamen. It was established in September last, and I am 
particularly happy to say, that it has hitherto succeeded far beyond the expecta- 
tions of many. I am desired further to say, we shall be extremely happy to com- 
municate, as well as receive every information relative to so interesting a subject, 
and at the same time to request you will be pleased to forward to me by one of the 
first traders to this place, your annual reports from the commencement, with two 
sets of the Sailor’s Magazine, complete from the commencement also, with any 
other your benevolent Society may think proper, which will be thankfully received 
by this young, but I hope growing Auxiliary. With the hope that this my request 
may be attended to with the utmost dispatch, I conclude 

Gentlemen, your very sincere servant, 
Joun W.Batrey, Lieut. R. Navy. 
Resident Agent for Transports, Gibraltar. 


In a letter written by Lieut. B—three days after toa lady, he says, ‘‘ The Bethel 
Flag has been hoisted on board a Buenos Ayres national frigate at this place.”’ 
The Committee of the Society here had voted a Flag for Gibraltar three weeks be- 
fore the above letter was received, and will be hoisted, I trust, before you receive 
this. The American navy has been the first to encourage Bethel meetings on 
board. I hope ere long, the British navy will follow the example, and that the 
time will soon arrive, when “‘ Swords shall be beat into Plough Shares, and Spears 
into Pruning Hooks,” and when every man of war shall become a floating chapel 
The Prayer Meetings on the Thames continue to increase in interest and num 
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Charleston Bethel Union. 31 


bers. We have noticed several who seem to be under a concern about their souls, 
who, I have no doubt, pray in private, but have not resolution to pray in public. 
The fear of man is a very great enemy, but I doubt not that will very soon be got 
over. Atour last monthly meeting 13 seamen, | lighterman, and 1] waterman, en- 
gaged in prayer, and there were at least 20 more seamen present, who would have 
engaged if time would have permitted. 

Our Society has commenced calling the lightermen and watermen of this river 
together, for divine worship. They form a very numerous body. I am told from 
6 to 8000, and a great majority of them very depraved characters. The Cam- 
brian Seamen’s Society offered us their chapel for sabbath afternoons, and we 
have made use of it for about six weeks. From 80 to 150 have attended, and 
many have brought their wives and families with them, to whom Tracts have been 
distributed, and they attended with great seriousness. 

I do hope that some have felt the power of that word which is able to raise the 
dead. Next sabbath evening a lecture will be commenced on the north side the 
Thames, and } anticipate great things; for the Lordnever put a desire into the 
hearts of his people to work for his glory, without designing to bless their en- 
deavours. 

Your letter came just in time to forward the Magazines you write for, by the 
Cincinnatus, which sails to-morrow, and I hope will arrive safe. 

With them I inclose a Tract just printed, but not circulated, and I shall always 
esteem it a pleasure to attend to any of your requests if I can be of service, and 
shall be happy to communicate any intelligence which may be pleasing to you or 
the friends of seamen beyond the Atlantic. The command of Moses to the children 
of Israel was, “Go forward.” May I not say, that the Lord commands the Socie- 
ties in America and England to “Go forward?” and has he not given us abun- 
dant reasons to say, “ We will in thy strength.” 1am glad you have had an eye 
to the West Indies, and that Bermuda is possessed of a Flag. I sent by the Ro- 
bert Edwards, a parcel containing a Bethel Flag, for Philadelphia. I trust it has 
been forwarded, and hoisted before this, and our venerable father Eastburn has 
preached under it to “ hisdear boys.” 

I wish to impress upon the mind of every friend, that we are greatly in arrears to 
our seamen—we have criminally neglected them—and that there is no time to be 
lost, for the -‘ Night cometh.” 


CHARLESTON BETHEL UNION.—Circucar. 


Charleston, April 6, 1822. 

Tue first meeting for the formation of a Bethél Union in this port, was called at 
the Mariner’s Church, on Tuesday evening, the 26th of March. A committee was 
then appointed to draft a Constitution. The report of this Committee was made 
at the same place on Friday evening, the 29th ult when the articles annexed to this 
circular were read and adopted as the Constitution of this Society. The objects of 
the Association are perhaps sufficiently explained in these articles ;* and the mem- 
bers of it take this mode of inviting their Christian Brethren of all denominations, 
to aid them in the good work they have undertaken. They call it a good work. It 
commends itself as such to the benevolence of every Christian, and to the good 
sense of every humane and intelligent mind.—They lay no claims to originality, 
but urged by the affectionate and earnest solicitations of those who have preceded 
them in this labour of love in numerous seaports of Great Britain and the United 
States, they desire to obey what seems to be a manifest call of Providence, “ to 
stand in their lot,” and to be found seasonably and faithfully performing the part 
assigned them in carrying forward the glorious purposes of Divine Mercy among 
our fellow-men. They cannot read the history of Christian efforts for seamen, de- 
tailed in the “ Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine ;” especially, the reports 
and correspondence of the British and Foreign Seaman's Friend Sociely, and of the 
New-York Bethel Union, without feeling “ provoked to love and good works.” 
They would feel criminally destitute of compassion, and deeply condemned at the 
bar of their own conscience, if they should suffer the numerous seamen who fre 
quent this city, to leave it, without a hearty, united, and persevering effort on their 
part, to afford them the same spiritual privileges which are found in other ports 
They wish to see the Bethel Flag often inviting their sea-faring brethren to a place 


* The Constitution is nearly the same as that of the New-York Betliel Union —Ed 
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of prayer, and to provide them, when on shore, with a refuge from those house¢ 
which are “ dens of vice,’ and *“* ways to hell!” 

But in order to accomplish the objects contemplated in the Constitution of this 
Society, system and co-operation are necessary. All therefore who feel interested 
for the spiritual good of seamen, are respectfully and earnestly invited to unite, ac- 
cording to the articles of this association, in active exertions :-—first—To support 
prayer meetings at the boarding houses of seamen, and on board vessels in port.— 
Secondly—To encourage secret and social prayer by a ship’s company, while at 
sea.— Thirdly—To encourage public worship on the sabbath, and persuade seamen 
to attend.—F ourthly—To promote the distribution of Bibles, Reports of Societies, 
Tracts, and other religious publications, particularly to aid and encourage the es- 
tablishment of libraries in cabins, and at the boarding houses of seamen.—/ifthly 
—'To patronize such boarding houses for sailors as shall be governed by the rules 
of sobriety, good order, and religion.—Sixthly—To increase the circulation of the 
Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine. 

To promote the systematic exertions which are necessary to the success of such a 
Society , it ts proposed to divide the Members of the Union into committees, whose 
duty it shall be to act in rotation in arranging and conducting prayer meetings. 

A Standing Committee also will be appointed to provide vessels or houses in 
which to hold these meetings, and to notify the Chairman of the Committee whose 
duty it is to superintend the meetings for that week. When thus notified, it will 
be the duty of the Chairman to give public information of the time and place ot 
meeting, by a notiee in one or more of the daily papers; and if on board ship, by 
hoisting the Bethel Flag at the mast head during the day, and the signal lantern at 
night, and to notify his co-members, and, with their assistance, or that of such mi- 
nisters and Christians, as may be invited to attend, to conduct the exercises of the 
meeting. 

Having made this representation of the objects and plan of effort proposed by the 
Charleston Bethel Union, the members of it confidently hope that many will cor 
dially join them in their humble attempt to advance the glory of our Redeemer, and 
the temporal and everlasting good of seamen. 

THOMAS NAPIER, President. 

Horace Urney, Secretary. 


JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG. 

THe season having returned which admits of holding Bethel prayer meetings ov 
hoard of-vessels at our wharves, the Committee convened last Tuesday evening on 
board the British brig Marshall Wellington, Capt. Ayres, lying at Murray’s wharf 
fhe exercises commenced with singing and prayer. The Rev. John Truair, made 
a short address, and was followed by the Rev, Chauncey Lee, of Colebrook, Con 
Divie Bethune, Esq. President, made a few remarks, and engaged in prayer: after 
singing a few verses from the Hymns, added to Burder’s Sea Sermons, the Rev 
il, Chase pronounced the benediction, and the Committee distributed Tracts to the 
sailors, a good number being present. The ¢xercises being concluded, there was a 
general congratulation amongst the friends of sailors on the favourable auspices 
attending the Mariner’s cause, and the following interview took place between 

A Sailor and his old Instructor. 


A hardy looking sailor went up to Mr. Lee and announced himself as A— B— 
formerly one of his pupils. “ Icould not” said the trembling sailor, as the big 
tears started from his eyes, “1 thought | could not wait until the meeting was 
done, before | come and spoke to you. I knew youas soon as you came on deck 
I want to see you, | want to talk to you a little, when shall I come to see you ?” Mr 
Lee stated that this man was the son of pious parents who pow live in Utica; and 
that he was a pupil of his at Colebrook more than /wenly years ago.—Six o'clock 
the next morving was appointed for the sailor to call on him. May the Lord bless 
this singular interview to the spiritual benefit of the wandering sailor. 





The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States met in 
Philadelphia on Thursday last. -We have not room to notice their proceedings in 
this number. 


TO READERS. 


Several articles prepared tor this pumber are unavoidably delayed 





